
Comments from August 2, 2014 Denver, CO Meetup Group. 
 
Janice Bennett 
Rick’s seminar was so informative, entertaining, thought provoking and inspiring that I 
downloaded trial versions of Photomatix, Color Efex Pro and Topaz as soon as I got 
home. I’ve been experimenting ever since. I really love HDR—it has opened up a new 
world for me. The Sammonisms will stay with me forever, especially “Make pictures, 
don’t just take pictures” and “Use your camera like a spaceship.” I loved every minute, 
really—Rick’s artistic vision and philosophies, top 10 techniques, stories behind the 
beautiful images, technical advice and pure inspiration, all of which have left me with a 
new way of seeing and the desire to expand my horizons, change what I have been 
doing, and have fun with my camera and software. A big thank you to Rick, Mike and all 
those who made this event possible! 
	  

C. Vandenberg 
great information from an enthusiastic & knowledgeable photographer 
	  

Pam Simko 
I really enjoyed Rick's presentation it made me look at my pictures with a different 
perspective. Also how I shoot pictures. Thank You Mike and Rick. 
 
Mark Bolles 
This was an inspirational day indeed. Rick has an easy going style combined with a 
depth of knowledge that made this day a fun filled event. Rick Sammon not only taught 
us how to shoot better, but how to have a better attitude about life in general. With his 
positive spirit, I left believing that anything can be accomplished. 
 
J Forrest Hale 
Rick was wonderfully informative and personable, just as he was the last time I saw him. 
I am really impressed with the event that was put on. 
 
Lidia Eunice Martinez 
Learn a lot of interesting things. Thank you Mike and Mitch for all the work you did to get 
this event 
 
Yvonne Fromm 



Great seminar and information regarding realism vs art. Good pointes on using 
PhotoShop too. Thank you Mike and Mitch for putting all this together. 
 
Ronald Hileman 
Very interesting. I got new perspectives on pictures as art rather than documenting 
realism. 
 
Jude Baker 
Mr. Sammon has some great insights on photography and I loved his enthusiasm which 
he kept the entire day. But I also wanted to thank Mike and Mitch for all of their hard 
work to make this seminar a great success (even if I didn't win the Wacom tablet :)). 
	  
Tammi Pelz-Tade 
Very informative and ispiring presentation by a very personable individual with great 
humor. 
 
Vanessa Jackson 
Rick Sammon's presentation was so inspiring. His enthusiasm and desire to share 
made it feel like he was talking with you individually instead of in front of over 300 
people. A special thank you to Mike and Mitch for organizing this event. You both did a 
terrific job. Thank you. 
	  
Fran McClave 
Rick's presentation was excellent and inspired me to become a better and more creative 
photographer. Hope the learning group will have many more educational presentations 
like this in the future. Thanks to all those who made this happen especially Mike Pach. 
	  
Linda K  
Thank you, Mike Pach, for making this event happen. Never an easy task! Thanks to all 
the volunteers, especially Mitch, for taking some of the load off Mike's shoulders. 
Thanks to the sponsors who helped defray some of the costs ... And of course thank 
you, Rick Sammon, for an excellent & inspiring workshop. So much information! Such 
wonderful humorous anecdotes! Made learning fun! Made me realize I need to pay more 
attention to what my histogram says & to expose for the highlights! Thank you all very 
much! 
 
Bill Ward 



Mike, large kudos to you and your team in hosting a most enjoyable Saturday with Rick 
Sammon. Because of Rick’s built-in easiness, yet being a world-class photographer who 
knows his stuff backward and forward, he was able to keep interest level high, note-
taking ferocious, and at every break it was like, “Already?!!” That’s talent personified. 
And, to make the day delicious for me, I had just told the person next to me as I viewed 
my group of raffle tickets, “so far, I’m keeping my record clean . . . I’ve never won 
anything.” Then you announced the final prize . . . and yep, I have a beautiful and 
longed-for piece of equipment for my Mac! Thank you for a great day. 
	  
Dan Orcutt 
Very satisfying. 
	  
Patrick Surrena 
A truly great event! What made it even more special, was that I brought my 16 year old 
grand daughter who is just getting into photography. She loved it and learned a ton.My 
grandfather introduced me to it at age 8, and I wanted to do the same for her. And she 
got to see how a world class, successful, classy shooter handles himself and learned 
how to be inspired and motivated in our craft. Wonderful event. Thanks to both Rick and 
Mike. 
	  
Elin Vaeth 
Awesome! Great event! 
 
Dale Ralph 
Wonderful and informative event. Thank you Rick and Mike. You both rock! 
 
Bill Lau 
Had a lot of fun and learned a few things. 
Elizabeth 
What a great guy! Very interesting and inspiring! Hope to get a chance see him again 
sometime. Glad to know that I am a "Student for Life" :) 
 
Wendy Gedack 
Fantastic event and sure appreciate all the time and energy that went into making it so 
successful!! 
 
Evelyn Barton 



I learned so much today and it was worth much more than $10......but, thanks for 
making it affordable to me. Rick is amazing as a presenter and a photographer. I 
thoroughly enjoyed today and look forward to more of these held in Denver in the future. 
Thanks again for this opportunity! … Thanks, Rick, for sharing your knowledge and your 
enthusiasm. I left very inspired and motivated! You are awesome! Come back again … 
Thanks a million, Mike, for holding this event in the Denver area, so I could attend. I 
gained so much today.......not just the technical photographic knowledge, but motivation, 
inspiration, the belief that I can be the photographer I've always wanted to be, and the 
exposure to so many great places. Today was such a treat for me! Thanks so much! 
 
Elizabeth Brandes 
Excellent. Thank you, Mike. 
 
Don Savage 
Outstanding and inspirational. 
 
Eve Nagode 
Mike, Thanks for hosting this event. It was very inspirational. Rick has a great speaking 
style and was very responsive to our questions. I especially liked getting feedback on 
the photo I submitted. Really great! 
 
Jan 
Absolutely fantastic! Thanks so much, Mike, for setting this up! 
 
Beth Ann Doerring 
totally inspiring and infromative - Rick was great - his method of speaking, showing 
photos, and answering questions with humor made the learning more thorough and 
likely to stick 
 

Shari King 
Mike, I just wanted to say thanks for setting up this event! The knowledge I gained and 
the entertainment value was worth far more than the price of admission! I will look 
forward to next year's event! 
 
Derek Ho 
Thanks for putting this on Mike. Learned a lot as usual, enjoyed myself as usual, 
actually won something (most unusual). :D Seeing Rick go to town with those pictures 
really got the juices going. 



 
Wanda 
I really enjoyed the lecture. Because of Rick Sammon's easy speaking style and deep 
knowledge of photography, I learned many things that I can immediately apply. I am so 
happy I made the effort to attend. Thank you to the organizers and sponsors. This was 
worth far more than the $10 ticket price. My only suggestion would have been to give 
the vendors more space. Great day, thanks again! 
 
Bambi 
Great event today! Thanks for putting this together! 
 
Sarah A 
Another great event Mike. Thank you! 
 
Dick Lohr 
Great presentation, thanks Rick, Mike, and Mitch for putting on such a high quality 
presentation. I also want to thank the sponsors for helping out. While I felt there was a 
lot of useful information presented, perhaps one thing that stood out to me was to make 
better use of the histogram. This seems to be especially useful to minimize blowing out 
the highlights. Also, I probably won't be getting as close to lions as Rick got. I definitely 
prefer to use a telephoto lens to photograph lions rather than have the lions fill a wide 
angle lens ..... 

Debbi Lascuola 
Thanks, Mike, for doing such a great job organizing this event. Rick Sammon is a 
wonderful speaker. He kept it interesting while making it educational. Loved all the 
photos, instruction, and how effortless it was to navigate around the event. Breaks, 
lunch. Everything was well planned. Can't wait for another one. Thank you! 
 
Lori A Werhane 
Great lecture! Rick was awesome, had great insights, examples and inspiration! I was 
thrilled to hear he was a Team Canon photographer! He has made me want to travel :) 
 
Phil Kendall 
Phenomenal!! Extremely well organized and Rick was both entertaining and especially 
informing and motivating. He was able to stir my photographic juices. I've always viewed 
bear cubs like little Teddy Bears until I saw Rick's experience. 
 



Amy M 
Thank you for putting together such a great event! It was a pleasure to listen to Rick 
speak and learning things at the same time. 
 
James Holley 
That was really a great experience. Rick was such an inspiration and motivator. He 
made me want to go on a workshop with him. I will be doing some of the things he 
suggested! Thanks, Mike and Mitch for your hard work on putting this on. The lunch was 
unexpectedly good, too. 
 
Robert Kelly 
Positive, Humorous, Practical, Innovative, Phun... 
 
Diane Hammerland 
Very good speaker and love the sense of humor. Definitely knows his stuff. Thank you 
for putting this event together. I got alot out of it. 
 
David Kufahl 
 
Thanks, Mike … Great seminar, Rick did a fantastic job, and so did you. 
 
Keith Robbins 
Thanks to Mike, Mitch, and all the volunteers who helped make this event possible. Rick 
was inspiring and a great speaker. If you haven't done so already, I do recommend that 
you spend some time on Ricks website, youtube channel, podcast, and books. 
Speaking of podcast, does anyone know who was a special guest on Rick's latest 
podcast?? Well, every single one of you know this guy. To find out who this mystery 
man is, click on the link below: http://dpexperience.com/2014/08... 

 
 
	  


